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EO 11652: NA 
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SUB J : SINGAPORE AS AN EXAMPLE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
FOR COMMONWEALTH REGIONAL MEMBERS BANGLADESH AND 
SRI LANKA 

1 . SUMMARY: RECENT VISIT OF BANGLADESH MINISTER OF 
PLANNING TO SINGAPORE AND VISIT FO SINGAPORE PRIME 
MINISTER TO SRI LANKA TO DISCUSS ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL 
COOPERATION ARE RESULT OF DISCUSSIONS AT FEBRUARY 
REGIONAL COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE IN SYDNEY AND INTEREST 
ON THE PART OF THE OTHER TWO COUNTRIES IN SINGAPORE 

AS A MODEL OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. BANGLADESH MINISTER OF PLANNING, DR. M. N. HUDA, 

ARRIVED IN SINGAORE ON APRIL 9 AS HEAD OF A FIVE-MAN 
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DELEGATION TO DISCUSS ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES. DURING ITS FIVE DAY VISIT THE DELEGATION 
CALLED ON THE PRESIDENT, PRIME MINISTER AND FINANCE 
MINISTER. OTHER VISITS INCLUDED THEECONOMIC DEVELOP- 
MENT BOARD, DEPARTMENT OF TRADE, HOUSING AND DEVELOP- 
MENT BOARD, AND THE DEVELOPMENT BANK OF SINGAORE. AT 
A DINNER HOSTED BY PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW FOR 
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DR HUDA, THE AMBASSADOR WAS TOLD THAT THE VISIT HAD 
GROWN OUT OF DISCUSSIONS AT THE REGIONAL COMMONWEALTH 
CONFERENCE IN SYDNEY IN FEBRUARY, AND THAT THE DELEGATION 
WAS INVESTIGATING THE SINGAPORE EXPERIENCE AS A 
MODEL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND WAS LOOKING AT JOINT 
INVESTMENT PROJECTS (TEXTILES, TIMBER AND KNOCK-DOWN 
FURNITURE MENTIONED) AS A SPECIFIC MEANS OF COOPERATION 
AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER. HUDA STATED HIS INTENTION 
TO MAKE FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN BANGLADESH MORE ATTRAC- 
TIVE, MENTIONING POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF FREE TRADE 
ZONE. 

3. SINGAPORE PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW IS MAKING AN 
OFFICIAL VISIT TO SRI LANKA APRIL 16-19 AT THE 
INVITATION OF PRIME MINISTER J.R. JAYEWARDENE. HE IS 
ACCOMPANIED BY MRS LEE, THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, AND THE SENIOR 
MINISTERS OF STATE FOR COMMUNICATIONS AND FINANCE. 

THIS VISIT ALSO DEVELOPED FROM DISUCSSIONS AT THE 
COMMONWEALTH REGIONAL CONFERENCE, AND INTEREST IN 
SINGAPORE AS AN ECONOMIC MODEL. ACCORDING TO MFA 
OFFICIALS, PRIME MINISTER JAYEWARDENE STOPPED IN 
SINGAPORE FOR ONE DAY AS PRIME MINISTER LEE’S GUEST ON 
HIS RETURN FROM SYDNEY TO COLOMBO, AND IS INTERESTED 

IN FURTHER EXPLORING ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES. ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN TECHNICAL 
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COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES FOR SOME TIME, 
TRADE IS LIMITED. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

4. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: COMMENT: GOS MINISTER 
FOR LAW AND ENVIRONMENT BARKER WAS APPROACHED BY SRI 
LANKANS LAST YEAR AT LAW CONFERENCE IN CALGARY FOR 
ADVICE ON LEGALITIES OF ESTABLISHING FREE TRADE ZONE. 

PM LEE KUAN YEW HAS TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT GOS IS READY 
AND WILLING TO HELP, BUT THAT HE IS SKEPTICAL ABOUT 
FEASIBILITY OF INTEGRATING FREE TRADE ZONE INTO SRI 
LANKA'S HEAVILY CONTROLLED ECONOMY. REGARDING SUG- 
GESTION FOR INDUSTRIAL JOINT VENTURES, GOS MIGHT 
POSSIBLY UNDERTAKE SOME MINOR PARTICIPATION (E.G., 

THROUGH DEVELOPMENT BANK OF SINGAPORE), BUT WE WOULD 
BE SURPRISED IF ANY SIZEABLE JOINT PROJECTS EVOLVE. 

END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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